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The wide powers contained in the Act confer great potential
benefits for highway engineering; the operation of the various
sections in the light of experience merits the closest attention, and
makes it incumbent on the highway engineer to acquaint himself
fully with all the sections and their operation in the light of ex-
perience.
THE SPECIAL ROADS ACT, 1949
This Act is designed to give power to provide roads which are
restricted to particular classes of traffic only; in this respect it is a
departure from the principle that public highways are available
without restriction to all persons and classes of traffic.
Schemes may be provided by the Minister of Transport or by the
Local Highway Authority in conjunction with the Ministry.
These special roads are intended to be motor roads similar to the
German autobahn or the express highways in America. In the Act
there is power to provide special roads for horse-drawn vehicles,
pedal cycles, and animals; part of a motor road may be used in this
way by suitable provision.
Naturally powers are given for the stopping-up or diversion of
access roads (this includes roads giving access from the special roads
to private premises) and to provide alternative roads in place of the
" stopped-up " roads.
There are restrictions upon the laying of mains, including sewers,
with a saving clause for the powers of the Postmaster-General in
relation to telegraph lines; there are also a number of amendments
to the Trunk Roads Act of 1936 and of 1946.
NEW STREETS ACT, 1951
Where new buildings are likely to be erected in new private streets,
the sum estimated to complete the street works is paid in advance
to the Highway Authority or some other security provided, under
this Act,
The Act gives power to Highway Authorities to adopt this pro-
cedure ; it also enables frontagers to call upon the Local Authority,
when development has reached a certain stage, to carry out the
street works, and for the street to be adopted as a public highway
repairable by the " inhabitants at large ".
One advantage of this method of " payment in advance " of
building is that purchasers of the houses are freed from the uncer-
tainty as to the ultimate cost and time of carrying out the street
works; under this scheme, too, it is possible (and sometimes desir-
able) for a developer to make an equal street charge against all
houses, even thpugh the frontages are variable.